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the court of Akbar th
the Grand M lgﬁnz V )
from 1556 to 1605. Ove he
_course of many nights, o
_ Florentine adventurer relates
_~one audience member pointed  an improbable tale that he is
out. Rushdie has a different the Emperor’s uncle and his
fread The same way one might —mother a lost princess and
enjoy a fantastic stew without . the youngest sister of Akbar’ s
knowing the name of each of grandfather, the first Grand
its separate ingredients, he Mughal Babar. Stretching from
said, there’s no requirement  East to West and back again,
for understanding every detail  like Rushdie’s own life story,
_in his work. Just consume the “Enchantress” exhibits a rich -
book as a whole, he exhorted.  array of hlstonca personages.
In person, the Cambridge-

This kind of ornate, some-
~ times convoluted, narrative
style (as well as a penchant
for obscure literary references) ~
 is often fodder for critics, as

By I.lsa Relsman
Specnal o ShortheW

ccordmg to celebrated
Aauthor Salman Rushdie,

.storytelling is an
ingrained trait in humans. We
tell stories to understand our-
selves, he told the audience
of 300 at the Wallace Stevens
Theater in Hartford Friday,
June 6. We read stories — or
listen to them — for the same
purpose. Stories are at the
heart of being.

Rushdie, who was born in

India and divides

his time between
Bombay, London, .

and New York, is
best known as a
master of magi-
cal realism. His
books include
“Midnight’s
Children,” for-
which he won
the prestigious

educated author
is disarmingly
frank, gracious,

Vlad the Impaler, Machiavelli,

-and charming. - The research for the book
There is a cer- (—page blbhography i

~ tain self-effacing dpllen

- humility about ‘years to

_the knighted
British subject;
‘who lampooned
himself in :
the 2001 film

ed — took about
compﬂe But the idea

took root more than 50 years
ago when the history of the
six Grand Mughals was drilled
into Rushdie, as it is into every
Indian schoolchild. The real-

Booker Award,
and “The Satanic
Verses,” which
in 1989 led to
violent protests
from Muslims
in several countries and the
declaration of a fatwa by
Ayatollah Khomeini, the spiri-
tual leader of Iran at the time,
for Rushdie’s execution.

But the conversation in
Hartford, at an event that
marked the first stop on the
national tour to promote his
latest novel “The Enchantress
of Florence,” hardly touched
on the death threats and
the ensuing decade Rushdie
spent largely underground.
Sponsored by R.J. Julia
Booksellers of Madison and the
Connecticut Forum, and featur--
ing a discussion between the -
author and WTIC radio host
Diane Smith, the theme of “An
Evening with Salman Rushdie”
was, quite simply, the story
— in short, how stories define,
enlighten, and sustain us.

“Enchantress,” in fact, is
consumed with notions of sto-
rytelling. Characters find the
will to keep going and even
save their own lives by telling
stories; they seduce and gain
power and establish identities
for themselves (both true and
false) by spinning tales; one
man even creates a woman in
his mind who, made corporeal,
becomes his lover and wife.
The book itself is constructed
as a series of stories within
stories, narratives nesting like
Russian dolls.

- “Bridget Jones’s life Akbar was a contradlctory
_Diary” and figure, an undefeated warrior
recently appeared . who callously did away with’
as a gynecolo- enemies while building a so-
gist in “Then She  called house of dispute where
- Found Me” with religious questions could
Helen Hunt And this quality, be peacefully examined and
as Roxanne Coady, owner of debated.
R.J. Julia, put it, seemingly Among the most eye- open- of whole cloth.
cast a spell over the audience,  ing discoveries he made during Which is not to say that
alchemizing the event into a his research, Rushdie said, was =~ “Enchantress,” classified as
“casual and intimate” evening  that fact is often stranger than fiction and covering primar-
for the packed crowd. fiction. People tend to assume  ily imagined events more than
Perhaps as magical as the the most fantastical material five centuries ago, is with-
book itself. “Enchantress” is magic realism, and those out contemporary relevance.
begins with the arrival of a are the parts that actually hap- ~ While Rushdie disavowed
fair-haired Western stranger in  pened. It’s the banal that peo-

"Hartford

~ extremists, as well as a state-
~ment on the human compul-
sion to dominate and destroy.
Lo After: all h1story teaches us
.-about the here and now, he
said. ‘And what is history but,
" quite literally, the telhng of

ple suppose must be true when
it is in fact what he wove out

political — except insofar as
it concerns public life and -
explores the struggle betwee
" republicanism and despotlsm
in Renaissance Italy — he - .
acknowledged that the work
can be taken in part as a plea
for tolerance in a world where

stories?

dialogue is often dictated by  ’ - S \

EACON'I
We need you. They need you.

Beacon Hospice is growing!
As a result of our e ertlse, care and compassion, we are excited
to be seeking the following positions:

* RN Case Manager

. Homecare / Hospice experience preferred.

SUMMER CAMP

Volunteers are always needed. If you or someone you know is interested in . DUINNIP IAC

volunteering with Beacon Hospice, please contact 800-840-0668.

582-8624

All Sports & Academic Camp July 14-18, 2008

June 23-27, 2008

Please fax or email resumes to: Mystic Office, 12 Roosevelt Ave.,,
Mystic, CT 06355, Phone: (860) 536-5601, Fax: (617) 242-0011,
Email: ]obs@beaconhosplce com; Please respond with ]obCode 06155T

Beacon Hospice helps in so many ways: Talented professionals cor;p'rzse each
interdi sp eacon team. Join Us, together we can make a enee...

582-8577
582-8577

Basketball |

Basketball Ii
Basketball li

1 June 29-July 3, 2008
July 21-25, 2008 582-8577
July 28-August 1, 2008 | 582-3412
July 31, August 7; August 14 af (5k Runs at 6pm) | 582-5314
August 4-8, 2008

Girls' Basketball |

Cross Country Summer Series

Girls' Basketball i

BEACON
HOSP

582-3412

Boys' & Girls' Ice Hockey | * July 28-August 1, 2008 582-5321

Boys', Girls" & Goalies lce Hockey Il * August 4-8, 2008 582-5321

Boys' & Girls' Ice Hockey Il * August 11-15, 2008 582-5321

Boys' & Girls’ Ice Hockey IV * August 18-22, 2008 582-5321

Celebrating
The Café & Market’s
First Anniversary!
SATURDAY ]UI.Y 5™ 10AM - 3e

Boys' Lacrosse June 30-July 3, 2008 582-5318

582-5319
582-5319
582-5319

Girls’ Field Hockey Camp - Session | July 26-28, 2008
July 29-31, 2008

August 1-3, 2008

Girls' Field Hockey Camp - Session Il

Field Hockey College Camp

Girls' Lacrosse Youth Skills Camp July 6-10, 2008 582-5323

June 26; July 10; July 31, 2008 582-5323

582-5315

Girls’ Lacrosse Efite HS Clinic Series

Girls’ Soccer Camp July 21-25, 2008

582-5315
582-5315
582-5324

Girls' Soccer Camp August 4-8, 2008 (5-8pm)

Girls' Soccer Camp August 8, 2008—Elite One Day Clinic

Boys' Soccer Camp

July 21-25, 2008

Boys' Soccer Advanced Camp (Grades 9-12) | July 28-30, 2008 (3:30-7:30pm) 582-5324

June 23-27, 2008 582-8966

Boys' Baseball

Volleyball Skilf Clinic August 4-8, 2008 582-5313

July 7-11, 2008 582-5313

Visit our web site for Yolleyball Camp
the new June Prepared Foods Menu,
Daily Blue Plate Specials,

Party Platters and more!
www.lacuisine.net

For a brochure on any of the camps, please call the camp phohe number above or
visit www.quinnipiacbobcats.com (look for Camps Link)-

All campers will receive free tickets to QU basketbaﬁ’and ice hockey games at the T Banknorth
Sports Center e,

Questions call 203-582-5388 or email atmeti’cé@quinnipiac.edu

“I'VE WORKEB FOR OTHER AGENCIES & THERE IS A DIFFERENGE”

—FEllyn Higgins, PT, VNA Community Healthcare

We serve the shoreline from East Haven to Old Saybrook with a full range of in-home nursing,
physical, occupational & speech therapy, home health aide and social work services.

% Hip & Knee Replacement % Arthritis % Stroke € Parkinsons € Dementia/Alzheimer’s

VNA COMMUNITY HEALTHCARE 203-458-4200 ° CenneeﬁcuﬁHQmeﬂaﬁ‘e,mm




