HOUSE RAISING

Branford home
raised during

€p1C winter
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By Lisa Reisman
lisareisman27@gmail.com

N A COLD, CLEAR AFTER-

NOON IN EARLY MARCH,

Sean Payne and his crew
lifted a 50-ton, three-bedroom
Branford house and slid it 55 feet
back onto its new foundation.
Later that night, as is the custom,
the owner of the house, Paula
Brown, threw a party in honor of
all involved in the months-long
completion of the project.

Except it isn’t the custom at all,
said Dennis Pantani, president of B.
Pantani and Sons Builders and the
general contractor on the structural
relocation. In fact, there was little
that was customary about any of it.
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her house could with-
stand another storm.
The cost seemed pro-
hibitive. Then, on the
autumn 2013 afternoon,
Pantani and Payne set
her straight. The recom-
mended design would
support the Empire State
Building and survive a
nuclear blast, they told .
her. It would also cost
$95,000 more than what
she needed.

It wasn'’t just the
money their decades of
experience and know-
how saved Brown that
proved cause for celebra-
tion recently. It was the
peace of mind afforded by
Payne. The house-raisers
Brown had interviewed
projected “doom and
gloom,” with “a lot of talk
about how dire the situa-
tion was,” she said. Payne
put her instantly at ease.

“We’ll raise the house
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and move it toward the
water,” he said simply.
That way, “it’'ll be easier
to build a new founda-
tion and then we’ll just
roll the house back.

According to Payne,
there was nothing

else exceptional about .

the project. In early
December, his crew
wedged itself under the

tiny crawl space, hand-
digging a space 1 foot

deep, 2 feet wide and 45

feet long. Into this space

they installed steel beams,

using them to raise the
house and roll it out of
the way.

Nor was it out of the
ordinary when, from
the original footprint of
the house, Jimmy Boyd
of J.G. Boyd & Sons
Excavation, excavated 8
feet and 40 truckloads of
unstable soil in the week

after Christmas. Into the
800-cubic-yard cavern,
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The underside view of the house.

Frank Izaguirre, owner of
East Haven’s Grants LLC,

poured a concrete foun-
dation, installed 38,000

pounds of steel wires to
sustain the concrete, and

built 37 concrete piers.
Once the piers were up,

Boyd used 45 truckloads

of granu-
lar soil to
refill the
hole.

Just
business
) as usual,

~ except all
this was
done in
the midst
of an his-
torically
pum'sh-
ing win-
ter of snow storms, ice
squalls'and bone-chilling
temperatures.

“I’d stop by several
times a day and, no mat-
ter the weather, everyone
was there,” said Brown,
recalling Pantani on the
site each day, orchestrat-

ing the work. “All these

guys take such great pride

in what they do, in get-

ting the job done right,

down to the last detail.”
Still, when Winter

- Storm Maximus socked

the Shoreline in early
February, its immovable
snowbanks narrowing
the streets and prevent-
ing Payne from bringing
his trucks in for the final
move, there was nothing
to do. Through 15 days
and six snow storms,

Izaguirre’s majestic con-

crete piers, bearing the
look of an abandoned
Greek temple, waited
to meet Paula Brown’s

house

- On the night of the

party, Payne seemed a bit
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awestruck at how well it
worked out. “The house

‘lined up on the piers per-

fectly,” he said. “That’s
very uncommon.”

So, it seems, was
Brown'’s presence to
everyone involved in the
project. Boyd remembered

- her bringing out plate-

fuls of sandwiches and
questioning why they
wouldn’t go home when
temperatures dipped into
the single digits. :
“It means so much to
have your work appreci-
ated,” added Izaguirre, as
Brown uncorked another
bottle of champagne amid
the animated chatter of

the partygoers. “It makes

everything worth it.”



