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Peter Hvizdak / Hearst Connecticut Madis

Owner and chef Luis Cubillan, of Mosaico restaurant, on Main Street in Branford with his 1 and mother.
chef Mary Cubillan, who cook Venezuelan urban food often created with an upscale twist, Jonci oo

Branford’s Mosaico serves
up Venezuelan street food

g/16 /12
By Lisa Reisman small pita made with corn
B s flour and filled with a vari-
— e ety of ingredients. Kessler
Fourth of July, Branford's was enjoying a Reina Pepia-
Chris Doyle and his friends da Arepa with chicken and
caught about 15 black sea avocado. For Luis, who
bass. He knew exactly how stuffs his arepas with ev-
he wanted to prepare them. erything from shredded
The week before, he'd beef with cheese or bacon
had ceviche at Mosaico, the to baked pork to black
pocket-sized Venezuelan beans and scrambled eggs,
restaurant on Main Street _ the Latin American staple
in Branford. He'd ordered AT LATTN SNl is, it seems, like a blank
tostones, which li:Eﬁ fried ) : P S L = palette.
plantains. The chef, Luis pecializes in arepas and other tasty offerings _ The arepa is not only
Cubill#ih, asked if he want-  ¢hat can be eaten there or ordered for tlkzout{. “very healthy, because we
ed to try it with an octopus make it in the oven, and
ceviche. don't fry it, and it's gluten-
“It wasn’t on the menu,” ... and rampant violent dream has been to open a free, it also gives you a way
he said. “It was out of this ~ crime,” news website Vox restaurant. I just feel so to express yourself, be cre-
world.” | rted nrquud that time.  proud of him.” ative,” he said, as he peeled
Doyle got home Valencia alone, “mur- Fast forward to summer  and diced avocados in the
with his black sea bass a ders more than doubled in ~ 2018. Jenniffer had seen a spotless kitchen, which is
week later, he Googled 2014,” as USATODAY.com listing for a restaurant to wide open to the gently-lit

ceviche, a Peruvian in- detailed, “pushing (it) to the  lease in Branford. One front area.
vention that involves mari-  world’s seventh and the Sunday, they drove to Main ~ Alongside Cubillan was

' fish in citrus country’s second most dan-  Street. i his 3
nating raw —— Tl g e mo Mnrywhomk
Ultimately, the decision  sight,” Luis said, referring

came down to one factor.
"Wewunaitogb:ogt
daughter 'a chance at a bet-
mt?'-mﬁ |
settled in Norwalk and are

political asylum.
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