ELPING HANDS

Mask productlon

Local tailor churns out facemasks for / , I A0
Connecticut Hospice, businesses, individuals

Jy Lisa Reisman been working with Camarda  able fit and a better seal than
to produce masks for its the elastic band ear loops
BRANFORD — Since direct care stafl. that might cut into your
mid-March, Branford tailor In accordance with speci-  ears,” Sacco said.
Lucy Camarda has been fications from Dr. Joseph “This comes under the

ullmg 18-hour days at her Sacco, MD, chief medical heading of better than noth-
»wing machine, making officer at CT Hospice,she’s  ing,” Sacco said, adding the
facemasks fora hostof busi- making the maskswithtwo  caveat that he emailed to his
nesses, organizations and layers of muslin, addingan  staff: “I can’t guarantee the

individuals. insert for an air filter, and safety of this, I can’t guaran- Peter Hvizdak / Hearst Connecticut Media

Most recently, Connecti- cinching the material witha  tee theefficacy of this,butl  Lucy Camarda, owner of Lucy Tailors in Branford fits a
ut Hospice, which last wire over thenosebridgeto  dohaveitongood authority =~ prototype protective face mask that she handcrafted on
week announced that it assure a snug fit. that this can be helpfuland  her granddaughter Michelle Lugo, 13, of New Haven, on

it's most likely to be safe.” March 19 in Branford. Camarda has bought rolls of

VID-19 patients displaced instead of elastic because Camarda’s homemade cotton muslin fabric and other components fﬂ}‘ least
rom overcrowded New “vou'reactuallyabletogeta  masksare not intended to 1000 of her face masks that she will make available for

Haven area hospitals, has snugger and more comfort- See Masks on A9 free.

would be taking non-CO- She’s also using shoelaces




MASKS
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atford the protection of a Ngs rated
mask from the coronavirus, which are
reserved for “people who are alread
SICK. a8 well as for the health workers
and caregivers who must interact with
nfected individuals on a regular ba-
18, according to the New York Times.
The CDC says medical professionals
may use homemade face masks for
care of patients with COVID-19 only
“in setting where facemasks are not
avallable |and] as a last resort.”

- Because it’s not known to what ex-
tent homemade facemasks protect
those on the front lines, “caution
should be exercised when considering
this option,” according to the CDC.

in addition to CT Hospice, Camarda
has provided 100 facemasks to the

West Haven VA Hospital, 50 to the

Branford Fire Dept, 40 to the Branford

Police Dept, and 50 to AMR ambulance

service in New Haven.

She’s also produced and donated 40
masks to P&M Deli in Branford, 10 to
Anthony’s Ocean View in New Haven,
as well as to countless md.mduals
Over the weekend, she filled an order
for 85 masks for Whlspenng Pines
Rehabilitation and Nursing Center in
East Haven.

Providing masks for those not on the
front lines is consistent with a recent
change in thinking As the New York
Times reported last weekend, “experts
have started to question official guid-
ance about whether ordinary, healthy

people should protect themselves with
3 reglﬂa_rnp'cﬂ mask, orevena

Peter necticut Media
a mask may not Hvizdak / Hearst Con

rmnmrﬂyprewnhea}dw;)eople Lucy Camarda, owner of Lucy Tailors in Branford, begins to make
| from getting sick, and it certainly approximately 1000 handcrafted protective face masks on March 19 from
- doesn't replace important measures rolls of cotton muslin fabric and other components that will be available for

such as hand-washing or social dis-
tancing, it may be better than nothing,”
Dr. Robert Atmar, mmfectmmdzsem
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of materials or my hands fall oft.”

To pick up a mask, go to Lucy’s Tai-
lor, 504 Main Street, Branford. Masks
will be left in Ziploc bags in a basket

: outside the front door. One per person
family and me feel welcm in the 10 please.

years since | opened my tailor shop,” To support Lucy’s efforts, donate
she said, adding that she’s heartened sheets of muslin from Walmart or

by so many of the area’s tailors and Ocean State Job Lot or wherever mus-
seamstresses pitching in. lin is sold. To volunteer to cut material

“I want to pay it back. I'm going to and thread, call 203-315-6666. Masks

keep making these masks until every- mllbeprmflded and ali volunteers will
one whoneedsone hasoneor [runout  be spaced at least six feet apart.




