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FROM DISHWASHER TO RESTAURATEUR

Celebrating 15 years: [ ,.
It's all been a dream, : |
the American Dream,

for La Luna owner

L1l
By Lisa Reisman
Special to the Times

LONG BEFORE HE WOULD
BECOME OWNER AND
EXECUTIVE CHEF of La Luna
Ristorante in Branford, Edgar
Ortiz was trudging through
Kennedy Airport on a December
evening in 1986 with a suitcase,
a handful of change, and roughly
50 words of English. A student of
architecture in Morona Santiago,
a province in southeastern

Ecuador, he had left behind his

family farm, his parents, and 11 . |
brothers and sisters. He was 20. T

His plan: to make enough | ‘
money to go back and finish |

college and then become an
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architect or teacher, he recalled
during a busy lunch last week at  owner Edgar Ortiz, left, with his brother, manager Diego Ortiz, have seen their business, La Luna Ristorante, grow

La Luna, which will celebrate its ..., 5 ¢/;ccess during the past 15 years. Below, the lunch crowd enjoys a meal at the Brantord restaurant.

15th anniversary this Saturday
with a free glass of champagne than he had intended: that he

for its patrons. | was too smart to be washing
At fll‘S}- young Ortiz worked dishes, or cleaning houses, for

at a sewing factory in New York,  (hat matter.

staying with an uncle. Then he If he learned the menu, the

cleaned apartment houses in New hoses would train him to be a line
Jersey. The next stop: a New York. cgok. “Men don’t cook,” was
employment agency which placed  Qrtjz’s reply. Then he thought
him at an East Windsor Chinese  petter of it.

restaurant, washing dishes. With a few years of experi-

A year later, he heard from a  epce, he found himself a com-
friend of an opening for a dish-  modity, He did a stint at a diner
washer at Twin Pines Diner in in Hamden before Parthenon
East Haven. After a few months,  piper hired him away. Gradually,
his boss told him what Ortiz had  he made his way up the ladder

been sensing all along, what had
kept him in the U.S. far longer See LA LUNA, Page 4










“This wasn’t exactly my

plan,” said Ortiz as his
army of wait staff cleared
away dishes, adding that
he hopes his son forges
his own path, as a doctor,
maybe, or a lawyer or a
teacher. “But it’s okay. I
think it turned out pretty
well.”
LLa Luna Ristorante, 168
North Main St., Branford
203-483-9995. www.lalu-

nact.com.




