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AME THIS BREED OF
CANINE.
It possesses lightning
speed and Olympian endurance.
It’s so keenly intelligent that
it’s been known to comprehend
the names of as many as 1,000
objects. Its agility is such that it
dominates dog dancing and disc
competitions. So powerful is its
herding instinct that one report-
edly fixed its stare on a remote-

onds it was moving. :
Not that North Guilford’s Ellen Retg, 3¢ rounds up the sheep on the Dragontly Farm in North Guilford with owner Ellen Black

Black, who’s currently preparing
her purebred border collies for
the sheep dog compétition at the
Big E in Springfield, Mass. this
Monday, expects any of the four
to exhibit those kinds of skills,
much less move a flock of 500
sheep or cover a hundred miles
a day in all seasons and in every
kind of weather.

“That’s what they were bred to
do so they probably could,” said
the perennially upbeat 56-year-
old as she stood in the hay-scent-
ed air, shepherd’s crook in hand
and whistle around her neck,

Pelg rounds up the sheep.

watching her prized three-year-

old border collie Peig (Peg) lock An‘;us Black steer. what drew Black to sheep dog

her gaze on a sheep with the Of course, there’s a difference trials, the series of increasingly

wolf-like predatory stare hard- between knowing what her dogs popular weekend-long competi- |
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and menacing as a 2,000-pound full potential. Which is precisely See SHEPHERDESS, Page 3 Ellen Black.
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Retey does what she does best,

rounding up the sheep ate Dragon Fly Farm.

"““Shepherdess: Of North Guilford
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mer that have been

termed the X-games of the

dog world.

It all started in 1997,
when she got her first
border collie to man-
age her sheep and goats.
“That led to me learn-
ing to be a handler, a
trainer, and so on,” said
the North Guilford native
as Peig, her body a blur

Farm farmer’s market on
Saturday mornings.

So, really, what hap-
pened was this. In 1997,

Ellen Black met her multi-

purpose match. Not only

that: she found a group of

tireless and enthusiastic
companions who were
happiest when they had
a job to do. Specifically,
helping corral any sheep
that wandered away from

and whistle commands
to communicate. Except
the border collies must
outguess unfamiliar and
headstrong sheep and
disrupt their flock men-
tality by splitting the
herd under the pressure
of a time clock and with
points lost for any error.
And the handler is often
so far away that she can
see neither dog nor sheep.
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hats from the wool of
the sheep her dogs herd.
Some will warm her and
Bill through the winter.
Some she’ll sell down
the road at the Dudley
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tion ever devised.

It seems quite simple,
the handler using a dog
to herd sheep through a
series of gates and into
4 pen, using only voice

onstrations and Canada
Geese nuisance issues,

visit wWww.canadagoo-
secontrol.org., email

dragonflyfarmﬂatl.net} or
call 203-457-1459.



