remdents for donatlons
A3
beeks warm coats, hats, gloves, pei'sél"lalﬁ:are items

By Lisa Reisman

BRANFORD — BHcare
clothing coordinator Joan
McFarlane-Nwagboli has
been known to take the coat
off her back and give it to
someone who needs it.
Literally.

“I've seen her do it,” said

longtime volunteer Maggie

Gouin on a recent after-
noon at the Clothing Bank,
which adjoms the Commu-
nity Dining Room at the
Patricia C. Andnole Volun-
teer Services Building, 30
Harrison Ave.

But that spirit of generos-

ity couldn’t help a man who

appeared in early Decem-
ber. “He told me he was
working construction un-
der a bridge in the freezing
cold and desperately need-
ed an extra- -large winter



DON ATE (l)in and (fleeding their fami-
es, and providing warm
From page Ax coats for their chl}llgdren.”
said Anita Ruggiero, anoth-
space. er long-time volunteer, who
That Gouin was only able h.djultcomeinufter
to scare up two sweatshirts
for the construction worker
is symptomatic of a severe
shortage of extra- WF
winter coats, as well as
hats, gloves, and warm
aodu of all sizes, according
to McFarlane-Nwagboli.

The Clothing Bank is duﬂnsthewintermonﬂu.
also in dire need of pants,  or a senior is able to get out
shirts and sweaters for girls  35d about.”
ages 6 to 16, as well as “It may not seem like a
socks, underwear (new), lot to you if it's just an old
and personal care items coat in the back of your
mchutoothputetooth closet, but to someone else,
- ch:‘;i that could be a whole sea-

Oner, deodm son ofln'”ring ” Rumem
shaving cream., While expressing grat-

“We're asking Shoreline  jyde for “everyone’s efforts
mddmhmMW to take care of the most
er they can, McFarlane- vulnerable members in our
Nwagboli said. - community over the years,”

The Clothing Bank ~ McFarlane-Nwagboli reiter-
lli“ o rouﬁ:ly] 3,000 people ;404  policy she’s followed

o the‘;tate. Pay-  gince the 1990s, when she
ing $20 a year, shoppers . gherated the Clothing Bank
dncomeinoneeammh out of two trailers in the

parking lot of what would
become the Patricia C. An-
dnoleVolunteaServim

n"t want to insult

who mslmngmthet
Gmermthzmmdlof ;
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“in the Patricia C. Andriole

any of our shoppers with
dirty or worn-out clothes,”
she said, “1 want our people
to find beautiful things that
make them feel good in-

as the woman he:
children’s section along the
wall. “We can’t solve pover-
ty or unemployment or the

lem of homelessness,

t we can try to help those
who come in. For that the
volunteers have always
mhmpmdthemm“
through.”

“And right now we need
the community’s help
through this latest chal-
lenge more than ever.”
» BHcare Clothing Bank is

Volunteer Services Build-
ing, 30 Harrison Ave. Bran-
ford. Donations may be
made Monday through
Thursday, 9:30 a.nm. to 2
p.m.; Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 1
p.m.; and Saturday 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. For information,

call 203-483-2643. To learn
| monea_boutBHcare,mit \

BHcare.org.



