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53 YEARS AFTER SAILBOAT CAPSIZED IN SOUND
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- Rescuer William Parsons, left, a circuit court judge in Florida, met with Ed Gaffney, whom he rescued 53 years ago when Gaffney’s 26-foot sloop,

The Falcon, capsized in the Sound.

1oy /1§

Rescuer meets up with grateful rescuee in Old Saybrook

By Lisa Reisman
lisareisman27@gmail.com

OLD SAYBROOK » On the after-
noon of Saturday, July 22, 1962,
- Ed Gaffney and four companions
‘set sail in The Falcon, his 26-foot
sloop, from Old Saybrook’s Corn-
field Point for Clinton Harbor.
They never got there.
At 0Old Saybrook’s Fresh Salt
last Saturday, Gaffney, a resident

of Old Saybrook, met William Par-
sons who, at the age of 15, saved
the lives of him and his shipmates
in a series of events so sudden and
unlikely that the Hartford Times
splashed the story across its front
page. The two had not seen each
other since the rescue. That’s 53
years. A

Parsons, now a judge in Flor-
ida’s 7th Judicial Circuit, was in
town to celebrate the 50th re-

union of his class at Old Saybrook
High School. i e

“He contacted me a few months
ago and asked if I wanted to get
together,” said the 76-year-old Me-
riden native who, years before,
sent Judge Parsons “The Falcon,”
a lively 15-page account he wrote
about his adventures on his epon-
ymous sailboat. In it, he vividly
details the hours leading to the
famous rescue that Saturday af-

ternoon in late July 1962.

There was the picnic at his un-
cle’s Old Saybrook house he en-
Jjoyed with a pair of friends and
“two ladies” they’d met at a res-
taurant before they set off from
Cornfield Point for Clinton, he re-
counts. Five minutes into the sail,
a great blast of wind struck The
Falcon, forcing the main sail to tip
over. With “water filling the boat
in about ten seconds,” he writes,
he ordered everyone to abandon
ship. i
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