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Bill Miller's oﬂ'spring
preserve, enhance
the “living museum’
for a new generation
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no longer gleams
in frent of Bill
Miller's Castle
awaiting the silver-haired
legend in his trademark
Panama hat. The penthouse-
style living quarters he once
occupied are uninhabited.

But the rambling, tur-
reted Tudoresque mansion
along Route 1 on the border
of Branford and Guilford,
one of the most distinctive
structures in New England,
1s thriving.

No surprise — consid-

ering its present owners,
considering what’s in their

ERUA UMFE'S B8 Inside Bill Miller's Castle: Lisa Miller at the ornate bride and groom

the Wonder Boy” who as | , | .
a child regulaﬂ; leapt off head table for weddings. Right, some of the antique furniture.

the top rung of

a 30-foot ladder
into the waiting
arms of his famed
gymnast father
and once walked
on his hands
down the endless
stairs of Yale's

other venues, the New
Haven Arena, later known
as the Coliseum, and Lake
Compounce. All three were,
and are, integral players

in the transformation of a
19th-century horse barn that
" began in 1963.

In the space of five

gayn:agglmmey decades, a gymnastics and
Y'll'?len theré's dance studio that welcomed

1,200 students at its peak
became a wildly popular
discotheque which gradu-
ally innovated itself into the
opulent cathedral-ceilinged

her slipping under o ¢ wed de event facility that special
. s, made 1
a limbo bar sup The bell that is rung for newlyw izes not just in banquets and

ported by two Coke i, 1890 at the McShane Bell Foundry. weddings but everything

bottles. And the
youngest, Lisa, batic stunts. from conferences and semi-

stage-named “Tony Girl,” All three were part of the  Dars to proms, bar mitzvahs,
who wowed with her aston- family act — and not just as and even fashion shows.
ishing balancing and acro-  child performers at, among See CASTLE, Page 6

older sister Chernl,

a former national
limbo champion

— one photo shows
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Bill Miller’s legacy lives on;

incarnation of the Route 1 |
landmark.

A result of the fami-
ly's sheer industry: the
elfect, while wandering
through the Castle, of

being transported back
in time. Linger under the

benefit for marathon May 10
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ballroom’s chandeliers
that once graced the old
Taft Hotel in New Haven

BUYS,

Taxmen, drummer Bobby It didn't stop at the

Merritt. Until his death

at 88 last July, Bill Miller |

was a fixture at auc- through. Study the rail-

tions, estate sales, old ings from the Providence

mansions, churches, Opera House and you can _ 2

and opera houses. The almost hear the faint echo | ‘

%«i cl:n& the ﬂtuc?h ofz;m fr;:n thfmemwd- Scenes from Bill Miller's Castle. A vintage photo from the ?: -~ owng 3 dance panty for

y're all pretty mu use here’s - - Cheri’s Shack. Photo 8 == Casoiing
MY*‘_M%‘ lhl ;;‘nd&mgw teens when it was a nightclub, called 3
brunette why, e late 1 : : - ladder. we never thought '© brides which, at least

W Sowrgy Jud drive What | Gl CONVIROS] ner e s Meoiaate.  be woubin't csich WL | i this part of the warkd

M‘“hhed hﬂ' Whﬂe father thll the shorelint ever in Connecticut.” said Lisa who's Fd can be answered anl'v
as Cheri put it. Cheni’s on her physical w o one way Why remt a hall
Shack featured a fog her daughters Viclona, when vou can have a

machine, professional a nationally ranked free-  castie? Litte surprise Bill
lighting, and a ballroom style mogul skier, and \*..-er-n'hmkm;mm
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so tightly packed that Christina, a swimmer V13 ‘

police would admit a per- and lacrosse player al The smeill of hav from
son only if another was  Branford High Schoel. the orginal horse barn is
exiting “We never learned fear.™ 002 2une but fis frame-

Given this inclination Above all, though, it"s  work remains intact. The
toward forward-think- the ::’phnsis on h’:- dance and pm;m
ing risk-taking, it’s no ‘ entertaiming center is DO More,
:lvmt;nderthatthzthme ::Y‘Eclen.isinthekb‘i vou can still see the hard-
“kids” have boldly acted blood. One manifestation w.re bolts for the gym-
to upgrade, breathing life of which: unlike other nastic riegs hanging from
and light into the space  venues, Bill Miller's never he castle beams

with plants and flowers, hosts more than one [hat's the wonder of
installing a Bill Miller s
state-of-the- Castle Even
art sound and as it holds
video system, fast to its nich
and modulat- history, it's
ing the atmo- a Shoreline
sphere from institution
“rustic to rus- that keeps
tic elegance,” moving for-
according to ward
Lisa, amid Visit then
the bustle of website, ball
preparation miilerscastie.
for a wedding com for more
the next day. nRiormation
They have, about the
in Shm:;l T | P venue One
:::‘:::ts w%u Wmdpws trom Yale inside Bill Millar's §-.:0 by Peter &:‘;i Party
tive, his stub-  (asolino. takes place 7:30
born insistence even! at a time, afiy pm. on Friday,
on thinking outside the guests full run of the 24 viav 10 at 834 East Main
box and not least, his acres of Kingdom. st., Branford. For more
dar'mg. “Whenever he Then there's this \niormation, call 917-841-

told us to jump from that tion, specifically diml-" 636,



